Chapter One—Panoramic View

Section One:  The Country and the People Part A

I. Names and Positions (United Kingdom [UK] of Great Britain and Northern Ireland -> Great Britain -> Britain -> England)

· 240,000 km2 (China   9,600,000--40x)

· Pop:  61 mil  (China 1.3 mil 21x)

A. British Isles – Several thousand islands on the Continental Shelf

1. Great Britain

a. Largest of the islands (230,000 km2)

b. Divided into three countries

i. England

ii. Scotland

iii. Wales

2. Ireland—second largest island

3. Several other smaller islands around them

B. England

1. Largest and most developed

2. 60% of land

3. 83.6% of the total population

C. Scotland—second largest in area and population (8.6% pop)

D. Wales—smallest of the three countries (less than 5% pop)

E. Ireland

1. Was an independent kingdom before it was brought under English control by Henry VIII

2. History of control and rebellion

a. By mid 1500s, Henry VIII brings Ireland under England

b. Various rebellions and oppressions

c. Act of Union of 1801—United Ireland and Britain.

d. In 1921, Republic of Ireland is created in British Commonwealth.

e. In 1948, the Republic of Ireland withdrew from the British Commonwealth 

F. Northern Ireland (2.9% pop)

1. Formed in 1948 when Ireland withdrew from Commonwealth

2. Six Irish counties electing to remain in union with Great Britain

3. Population divided into Protestant and Catholic religions

a. Protestant: Christian who does not follow the Roman Catholic Church which broke away from the Roman Catholic Church after 1517. 

b. Catholic: Christians who claim to be in possession of a historical and continuous tradition of faith and practice

4. Rebellion continues (IRA)

5. Now semi-autonomous since 2000

G. Location

1. No land borders except with the Republic of Ireland (Natural boundary) stop to hear implications
a. Civilized later

b. Determined military and political allies and enemies

c. Separated from Europe (money, measures, etc)

d. Naval power

2. North

a. Seaway open between the coast of Iceland and Norway

b. Across the North Sea are Holland, Germany, Denmark, and Norway

3. English Channel

a. Border between England and France

b. Channel Tunnel (Chunnel) connects England to the France; symbolic connection with continent

4. South and West

a. Across the Atlantic and the Bay of Biscay are Spain and Portugal

b. North America lies to the West

II. Geographic Features: Water (above) no place in Britain more than 250km from sea

A. Highland Zone (north and west)

1. Highlands of Scotland

a. Western portion of the Highlands contains most of Scotland’s famous lochs, or large lakes

b. Grampian Range: the highest mountain of UK is Ben Nevis at 1,343 m (4,406 ft)

c. Smaller, rounded mountains

d. Highest in West and North, run SW to NE

2. The Central Lowlands (Middle Valley) of Scotland

a. Covered with swamps and forests

b. Central coalfields located here

c. Home of most of Scotland’s industrial centers including Edinburgh, the capital city

3. The Southern Uplands

a. Range of hills and mountains

b. Includes the Cheviot (Keeviot) Hills which border England

c. Mostly moorland

4. The Pennines

a. Also known as the “backbone of England”

b. Highest in the west with a general slope downward toward the east
5. Lake District

a. Well known for radial drainage:  lakes revolve around a central point

b. Finest scenery and clearest waters in Britain

c. Home of many famous English poets and writers

6. Wales (Welsh Massif)

a. Almost entirely covered by mountains. 

i. The Cambrian Mountains extend roughly from northeast to southeast across the peninsula

ii. They contain the highest peak in Wales, the huge mountain called Snowdon 

iii. In southern Wales lower and less rugged mountains, the Brecon Beacons, extend in a roughly east-west direction. 

7. Northern Ireland

a. Hilly highlands similar to those of Scotland. 

b. Most of Northern Ireland is situated in a large valley formed from an old lava plateau. 

c. In the center of the valley is Lough Neagh, the largest lake in the British Isles

d. The highest part of Northern Ireland is the Mourne Mountains in the southeast, which reach a maximum elevation of 852 m (2,796 ft) above sea level.

B. Lowland zone (south and southeast)

1. Midlands

a. Forms a “V” with the Pennines in the center

b. Left:  Lowlands of Cheshire and Lancashire

c. Right:  Lowlands of York

2. Plain of Lancastra—between the Pennines and the Irish Sea

3. North Eastern Lowlands—east of the Pennines

4. Best places for agriculture

III. Climate and Weather

A. “Other countries have climate; in England we have weather.”

1. Expresses Britain’s maritime climate and changeable weather.

2. UK is warmer in winter and cooler in summer than other places at the same latitude

a. Summer temperatures (July-August) average 20oC, seldom over 32oC

i. Long daylight and twilight  4am-8pm

b. Winter temperatures (December-February) average 3oC

c. Abundant rainfall in all seasons—average annual precipitation is more than 1,000 mm (40 in)

B. Factors Influencing English Weather

1. Atlantic Gulf Stream—allows warm waters to be brought to the western shores

2. Southwesterly wind—bring mild and moist air from the Atlantic Ocean

3. Many inlets allow for the ocean’s influence to be more effective

IV. Inland Water

A. Severn River

1. Largest river

2. Becomes the Bristol Channel at its estuary, eventually discharging into the Irish Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.

B. Thames River

1. Second largest and most important river

2. Runs through the Midlands and allows for water transportation

3. Capital city of London is situated on the river

C. Clyde River

1. In Scotland

2. The shipbuilding city of Glasgow is situated on this river

V. People

a. In 2004 surpassed 60 million

i. the third-largest in the European Union 

ii. the 21st-largest in the world

iii. 88.9 percent living in urban areas 

1. Greater London over 10%

2. Birmingham, Coventry (Midlands)

3. Leeds, Sheffield, Manchester, Liverpool, Newcastle (Industrial)

4. Now moving toward the South in England (High tech centers)

5. Ireland (2/3 in Belfast)

iv. 11.1 percent living in rural areas  

b. Ethnic population

i. White 92.1%

ii. Black 2%, 

iii. Indian 1.8%, 

iv. Pakistani 1.3%, 

v. Mixed 1.2%, 

vi. Other 1.6%

c. Early ethnic groups

i. Iberians

1. Dark-haired people from North Africa

2. Inhabited much of Spain and Portugal
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Celts

1. Dark-haired or red-headed, shorter, with rounder faces

2. Fled to the hill country in the North and West when the Anglo-Saxons invaded

iii. Anglo-Saxons

1. Germanic tribes coming in the 5th and 7th centuries

2. Angles, Saxons, and Jutes

3. Believed to establish a group of 7 kingdoms—heptarchy 

4. First used to describe non-Celtic people

5. Today, used to describe anyone from the UK

6. Chose to settle on the plains of England in the south

iv. Danes

1. From Norway, Sweden, Denmark in 9th century

2. Also known as Vikings

3. Lived alongside the Anglo-Saxons

v. Normans 

1. Mixture of Vikings and Franks (French-speaking)

2. Conquer England in 1066—the Norman Conquest (11th century)

3. Responsible for many of today’s castles

d. Population Trends

i. From 6 million in the 1760s to 26 million in the 1870s.

ii. Most minorities arrived after World War II
iii. End of 19th century-20th century the birth rate stabilized and death rate dropped

iv. UK has a smaller percentage of younger people and a higher percentage of older people, 

1. More than 20 percent over the 60; 

2. Under the age of 15 years make up only 13 percent 

v. Life expectancy in 2006 was 76 years for men and 81.1 years for women. 

VI. Official and Local Languages

a. English

i. The official language

ii. Many dialects
iii. Some view dialects as uneducated; while others refuse to give them up finding them friendlier and warmer than standard English

b. Celtic languages
i. Still spoken in some parts of England

ii. Scottish Gaelic

1. Derived from the old Celtic language

2. In 2002, 16 percent of Scotland citizens described themselves as native or fluent speakers (about 80,000 speakers)

3. 28 percent purported to understand the language (but seldom speak it) or to be learners

4. Spoken mostly in the Highlands

iii. Welsh

1. Another branch of the Celtic language

2. Estimated about 20% can speak Welsh—about 615,000

3. Bilingual education and Welsh-language television are offered as well

iv. Irish Gaelic:  

1. Another Celtic language

2. 165,000 speakers

3. Recognized as an national language of the Republic of Ireland

VII. Religion

a. Christianity

i. Majority belief—41 million in 2001

ii. Estimated 8.4 million active churchgoers

b. Vital part of English culture

i. Country flag is composed of three crosses
ii. Schools must provide religious education and worship for students

iii. Influences British morality and way of doing things

c. Two established churches:

i. Church of England (Anglican)

1. Main teachings come from the Bible

2. Rejects many viewpoints held by the Roman Catholic Church

3. Organized by provinces, then dioceses, then parishes

4. Each parish has a priest (rector, vicar, father) whose home is called a vicarage

5. England has 10,000 parishes and 42 dioceses

6. The British monarch is the Supreme Governor of the Church of England

7. Archbishop of Canterbury

ii. Church of Scotland

1. Established church of Scotland

2. Known as Presbyterian

3. Not subject to the state

d. Other Christian churches

i. Roman Catholic—about 20% of British citizens

ii. Free Churches

1. Protestant denominations—Methodist, Baptists, Mormons, etc

2. In the past called nonconformists or dissenting churches

e. Freedom of religion: every religion can be found

VIII. The English Language

a. Derived from Indo-European language family.

b. Developed through three major periods:

i. Old English (5th-12th Century)

1. Anglo-Saxon invasion of England brings the language to the country

2. Earliest written records are from the beginning of the 8th century

ii. Middle English (12th-15th Century)

1. Began after the Norman Conquest in 1066

2. The Normans French language began to influence English spelling and words

3. Discarded many rules of Old English

iii. Modern English (15th Century-  )

1. London English had been accepted as the standard literary language

2. Samuel Johnson’s dictionary in 1755 helps standardize spelling and speaking

c. Greatly improved by borrowing

i. Germanic words about 70%

d. Spread throughout the world through the British Empire

i. Spoken as a first language in at least eight countries

ii. Spoken as a second language in over seven countries

iii. More than half of the world’s economy is made up of English-speaking countries

