Volume Two: The United States of America

Section 2:  American People

I. Population stats

A. Total (2007): 300 million+

1. White 80%

i. Non-hispanic 66%

ii. All Hispanic races: 16%

2. Black 13%

3. Asian 4.5%

4. Native American 1%

5. Other/Mixed 1.5%

II. General ideas: a society of immigrants

A. Racially diverse

1. Racial/ethnic discrimination has occurred

2. Racial/ethnic discrimination is now illegal

3. Racial/ethnic discrimination is cultural

B. Risk-takers

C. Frontiersmen (cowboys, pioneers)

1. Tough

2. Independent

D. Religious toleration (racial toleration to follow)

E. Readiness to learn and adapt (combining old and new)

F. [Creative, ambitious, Freedom-loving]

III. Arrival

A. Native Americans

1. Originally (by Europeans) Indians

2. Probably came from Asia via the Bering Strait

3. Gradually moved south and civilized.

4. Large, famous civilizations in Central and South America (and Mexico). North American Indians less closely allied or densely settled.

B. Europeans

1. National Origins

i. Spanish were first to settle (in Florida and other countries)

ii. French (mostly Canada)

iii. English

a. Jamestown (1607)

b. Pilgrims 

c. Became the dominant settlers—By 1780, about 75% of Americans were British.

2. Causes (and results)

i. Religious persecution (belief in tolerance)

ii. Political oppression (belief in freedom, equality, democratic principles)

iii. Economic troubles, mostly agricultural (love of land: Homestead Act)

iv. Most were WAPS (homogeny)

C. Civil War

1. Largely agricultural development and spreading prior

2. Slowed expansionism, boosted manufacturing (Industrial Revolution)

3. Drew attention to racial discrimination

D. Urban Economic Development

1. People began moving to the cities

2. Economy stabilized and exploded

3. Popular championing of political causes

E. Angel Island and Ellis Island—statue of liberty

1. “Keep, ancient lands your storied pomp!”

2. “Give me your tired, your poor/ Your huddled masses yearning to breath free,/ The wretched refuse of your teeming shore./ Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me.”

F. Racial tensions

1. Urban development meant more racial interaction and massively increased immigration.

2. Fear of change and polarizing forces led to discrimination

i. Government-allowed personal discrimination

ii. Scheming natives sought to exploit naïve immigrants.

iii. Waves of immigrants created culturally-exclusive communities.

iv. Competitiveness and racial discrimination mixed with fear of difference

v. Chinese Exclusion Act

3. World Wars increased both immigration attempts and nationalism and fear

4. After WWI, a quota system was introduced. The system has gradually become less and less ethnically/racially discriminatory and more and more fair and inclusive.

5. The US has more immigration than any other country in the world (13% of the total population in 2009.)

6. Gradual progress

i. The biggest fear since WW2 has been political unrest.

ii. In 1965, quotas shifted to be less favorable to those with current citizens and switched to increasing diversity. (Before 1964, 80% from Europe and Canada; now Asia and Latin America.)

US also became a haven for refugees, especially political (more than 60,000 in 2004).

IV. Ethnic groups

A. More than 100 ethnic groups in America.

B. Caucasian

1. Majority 

2. European, protestant.

3. Gave the basis for law, government (mostly British) and social structure (holidays).

4. Still largest representatives in government and business.

C. African-American

1. Earliest were brought as slaves (though some freely came as well).

2. Mostly in agricultural South.

3. Freed around Civil War, but not truly made equal.

i. Jim Crow Laws

ii. Separate, but equal

4. Civil Rights movement after WW2 led to Civil Rights Act (1964).

5. Affirmative action still used to combat latent discrimination.

D. Hispanics

1. Spanish-speaking people from Mexico and Latin America.

2. Multiple races

3. Have come over time, but increased greatly in recent years; will probably be the majority this generation.

4. A point of contention as some come illegally.

E. Asian-Americans (mostly Chinese)

1. Most came in the second half of the 19th Century to work in mines or on the railroad.

2. After the work was done, there were difficulties in settling into American society.

3. Now, Asian-Americans are generally respected and have above-average income and education levels.

V. Sectors

A. Geographic distribution

1. Urban (nearly 98%), but often in small towns.

2. Northeast is most densely populated. With Pacific Coast (California) not far behind.

3. South and West (sunbelt) growing.

B. Class structure

1. Unique factors

i. Higher standards of living

ii. Ethnic groups are categorized, but they are not monolithic.

iii. Even high-income are often ‘workers’ in the middle class.

iv. Fluid and mobile

v. ‘Farmers’ have massive farms.

2. Upper class

i. About 10% control about 65% of the wealth and pay about 51% of the taxes.

ii. Most live luxuriously, but work obsessively.

3. Middle class

i. About 40% of the population.

ii. Mostly professionals, but some laborers are included.

iii. Private cars, detached houses in the suburbs are the norm.

iv. Large consuming bloc.

v. Intensely competitive in every way.

4. Lower class

i. Mostly manual workers (or on welfare).

ii. Lower half of Americans pay less than 10% of the taxes.

iii. Mostly urban.

iv. Get tax breaks, subsidies from government. 

v. Most can emerge if they want, but many do not need to.

vi. Poverty line: $22,000 (fam of 4); (12% below—China: 8%) as of 2009

