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Volume Two: The United States of America

Sections Three and Four—Government and Politics


I. Government Principles

A. Supremacy of the people and popular consent

1. Most power resides with the people not the government

2. Government has no power except ones given by the people and written in the Constitution

a. People elect national and state leaders

b. Freedom of speech and press allows common people to express opinions

B. Federalism and separation of powers

1. Federal and state governments have separate and distinct powers outlined by the Constitution

a. Federal: deals with problems affecting the whole nation

b.  State:  deals with problems affecting the state

2. Checks and Balances 

a. Government divided into three branches:

i. Legislative 

ii. Executive

iii. Judicial

b. Each branch can check (block) the actions of the other branches

c. No branch is more powerful than the other two branches

C. Government should have adequate powers for achieving its appropriate purpose
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II. Federal System

A. System of states united in a loose federation (group)

1. States control internal affairs (via systems similar to the federal system)

2. Federal government has delegated (stated) powers to answer national questions

B. Any constitutional changes must be approved by at least ¾ of the states as well as the federal government

C. Benefits

1. Allows for governing a variety of ethnic groups while retaining national culture and heritage

2. Facilitates self-government and population/territorial expansion

3. Helps strengthen the rule of law through division of power

4. Prevents corruption because of balance and check system
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III. Federal Government

A. Its powers are only the powers that are given by the Constitution

B. The “Elastic Cause”

1. Constitution allows federal government to do all things “necessary and proper” for carrying out duties

2. Leads to some “implied powers”

a. Drafting Americans into the armed forces

b. Outlawing separate education

3. Limited by Constitution and powers of the state governments (Bill of Rights: p179)
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IV. The Legislative Branch

A. Structure

1. Officially known as the U.S. Congress

2. Made up of two chambers (bicameral legislature) with equal powers

a. Senate and House of Representatives

b. All bills (proposed laws) must pass both chambers before going to the President

B. Functions

1. Make federal laws

2. Collect taxes, require fines, pay country’s debts, regulate foreign commerce, raise and pay armies, declare war

3. Make investigations

a. Allow lawmakers to know the public opinion about a proposed bill

b. Power to call citizens to testify

c. Aim:  to prevent corruption and wrongdoings of high-level officials

C. House of Representatives

1. 435 members based on state population

2. Elections held every two years

3. Serve as a representative for 2 years

4. Must be at least 25 years old and a citizen for 7 years
5. Head officer:  Speaker of the house—leader of the majority party

6. Special powers

a. Impeachment (removal of President) power

b. Revenue bills begin here

D. Senate

1. 100 members, 2 from each state

2. Elections held every two years

3. Serve as a senator for 6 years

4. Must be at least 30 years old and a citizen for at least 9 years

5. Head officer:  Vice President—doesn’t vote unless the vote is tied

6. Special powers:

a. Confirm or reject important nominations proposed by the President

b. Approve or reject proposed treaties with foreign countries

c. Hear and judge concerning charges filed by the House against high-level officials for wrongdoings

E. Legislative Procedure

1. Committees

a. To deal with the large amount of work concerning legislation, the Senate and House are divided into small groups known as committees

i. Membership is divided between the two political parties but a majority of the members come from the majority party
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Chairman of the committee

(a.) Always the majority party member who has been in the Senate or House longer than anyone else—seniority rule

(b.) Can send bills (proposed laws) to the House or Senate for consideration or can kill it by pigeonholing it (ignoring it or refusing to hear arguments about it)

b. Standing committees

i. 16 permanent committees in the Senate and 22 in the House

ii. Each committee deals with a certain area

iii. Committee’s process:

(a.) Carefully study a bill

(b.) Hold hearings, public meetings, at which anyone can speak

(c.) May propose changes

(d.) Decide whether to recommend that the entire House or Senate vote on the bill

(e.) If the committee does not recommend it, the bill dies
iv. Rules Committee

(a.) One of the important standing committees of the House
(b.) Chooses the proposed bills to send to Congress for consideration and kills the bills that are not important by not recommending them at all

c. Select committees

i. Deal with problems not covered by a standing committee

ii. Often conduct investigations concerning wrongdoings by high officials

d. Joint committees

i. Members of both House and Senate

ii. Conduct investigations

iii. Congress has a few standing joint committees

e. Conference committees

i. If two houses cannot agree to pass a bill, a temporary joint committee will try to settle the differences

ii. Equal number of senators and representatives

iii. Conference committee’s version of the bill must then be passed by both houses
2. Other ways bills die or are slowed down
a. Filibuster

i. Process used by the Senate

ii. Members try to prevent a bill from passing by making long speeches

iii. The longest filibuster:  24 hours 18 minutes—Senator Strom Thurmond

iv. Bills are usually then put aside

v. Balanced by closure

(a.) Process used by the Senate

(b.) Limits the debate on a bill if 3/5 of the Senators agree

(c.) No senator can speak for more than one hour
b. Pocket Veto

i. Special veto of the President

ii. President can keep the bill for up to ten days during which Congress ends it session

iii. The bill will not become law

V. The Executive Branch

A. Officially known as the Administration

B. The President

1. Chief executive officer and head of state

2. President and Vice-president are only officials elected by all citizens of the U.S.

3. Allowed to serve up to two 4-year terms

4. Known as the First Citizen and his wife is the First Lady

5. Must be at least 35-years-old and a natural-born citizen

C. The President’s Powers

1. Chief Executive

a. Makes sure laws are carried out

b. Can issue executive orders

i. Rules or regulations that executive branch employees must follow

ii. Must not violate the Constitution or laws passed by Congress

c. Power to appoint executive branch officials with approval or confirmation from Congress

2. Commander-in-Chief

a. Leader of the armed forces

b. Power to raise, train, supervise, and deploy armed forces with Congress’ approval

3. Chief Diplomat

a. Creates and enacts American foreign policy with advice and consent from Congress

b. May make treaties and appoint ambassadors

c. Makes executive agreements

i. Agreements with other countries that do not need Senate approval

ii. May set goals for trade or make promises to give aid to other countries

iii. President must tell Congress within 60 days of making an executive agreement

4. Legislative Leader

a. Can propose legislation

b. All bills proposed by Congress must be signed by the President before becoming laws

c. Makes the budget—plan for how to raise and spend money for the President’s programs

d. Has power to call special sessions of Congress if problems arise when Congress isn’t meeting

5. Judicial Powers

a. Chooses Supreme Court justices and other federal judges with Senate’s confirmation

b. May put off or reduce the punishment of someone convicted of a crime in federal court

c. May grant pardons to criminals

6. Traditional Roles

a. Party Leader

i. As highest elected official, he is seen as the leader of that party

ii. His power is used to support party goals or candidates.

b. Chief of State

i. Speaks for the whole nation, expressing the values and goals of the American people

ii. Greets visiting leaders, gives medals to citizens, etc.

iii. Stands for a national unity beyond the political party differences

D. Organization of the Executive Branch

1. Executive Office of the President

a. The White House Staff

i. President’s inner circle of trusted advisors and assistants

ii. Includes a chief of staff and other key advisors, press secretaries, legal experts, speechwriters, office workers and researchers.

iii. Help guide the bureaucracy (organization of government departments, agencies, and offices) toward meeting the President’s goals

b. The Vice-President

i. Performs duties assigned by the President

ii. Will become President if the acting President dies or become seriously ill

c. Special advisory groups

i. Help President make decisions on domestic and foreign policy

ii. Two main groups

(1). Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

(a.) Decides how much the President’s policy goals will cost

(b.) Prepares the budget that is sent to Congress

(2). National Security Council (NSC)

(a.) Helps President make foreign policy

(b.) Includes top military officers and advisors from other government agencies and departments concerned with foreign affairs and national defense

2. The Executive Departments

a. Overview

i. Largest part of the executive branch

ii. Each department helps fulfill one or more of the President’s duties

iii. President appoints a head of each executive department which must be approved by the Senate

iv. Most department heads are called secretaries except for the Department of Justice who is called the Attorney General

v. These secretaries form the Cabinet—a group of policy advisors to the President
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Cabinet Offices

	Department of State (1789):
· Handles foreign affairs and relationships with other nations. 
· [image: image6..pict]Makes recommendations on foreign policy, negotiates 

    treaties

· Speaks for the United States in the United Nations

· Represents the United States at international conferences.
	Department of the Treasury (1789):
· Creates and recommends economic, financial, tax, and fiscal 
policies
· Collects taxies through the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)

· Prints money and postage stamps, makes coins 
· Protects President and Vice-President through the Secret Service

	Department of Defense (1947):
· Maintains the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, National Guard, and Reserve Forces 
· Does research on military weapons

· [image: image7..pict]Builds and maintains military bases
	Department of the Interior (1849):
· Managed national parks and other federal lands

· [image: image8..pict]Protects fish, wildlife, and other natural resources

	Department of Justice (1870):
· Investigates and prosecutes violations of federal law

· [image: image9..pict]Operates federal prisons

· Runs the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

· Represents the federal government in lawsuits

· Enforces the Nation's immigration laws. 
	Department of Agriculture (1862):
· [image: image10..pict]Provides assistance to farmers

· Inspects food processing plants

· Runs the food stamp and school lunch programs

· Works to control animal and plant disease 

	Department of Commerce (1903):

· [image: image11..pict]Promotes economic, business, and job opportunities for all Americans

· Issues all copyrights, patents, and trademarks 

· Conducts the national census every 10 years

· Maintains official weights and measurements
	[image: image12..pict]Department of Labor (1913):

· Oversees the interests of US workers by protecting workers' wages, health and safety employment and pension rights

· Promotes equal employment opportunities

· Provides job training, unemployment insurance, and workers' compensation programs.

	[image: image13..pict]Department of Health and Human Services (1953):

· Protects the health of all Americans 
· Conducts medical research, prevents the outbreak of diseases

· Runs the Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

· Directs Social Security and Medicare programs
	Department of Housing and Urban Development (1965):

· [image: image14..pict]Aims to create a decent, safe, and sanitary home and living environment for every American
· Provides housing assistance for low income persons

· Promotes growth and development in distressed neighborhoods.

	Department of Transportation (1966):

· [image: image15..pict]Ensures a fast, safe, efficient, accessible and convenient transportation 

· Maintains the Federal highway system
· Operates the United States Coast Guard
	[image: image16..pict]Department of Energy (1977):
· Researches and develops reliable energy systems that are friendly to the environment, but are not too expensive
· Promotes conservation of fuel and electricity

	Department of Education (1979):

· Establishes guidelines and provides leadership concerning education
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Helps local communities meet the needs of their students
· Helps individuals pay for college and prepare for employment. 
	[image: image18..pict]Department of Veterans Affairs (1988):

· Gives medical care, benefits, social support, and financial help to people who have served in the armed forces

· Provides financial help to veterans’ families

· Creates lasting memorials recognizing veterans’ service.

	Department of Homeland Security (2003):
· Works to prevent terrorist attacks within the United States
· [image: image19.png]


Reduces America's vulnerability to terrorism
· Minimizes the damage from potential attacks and natural disasters.
	


3. The Independent Agencies

a. Executive agencies

i. Under the direct control of the President

ii. Important agencies:

(1). National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)—operates the space program

(2). Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)—gathers political, economic, and military information on other nations

b. Regulatory commissions

i. 12 commissions which carry out rules for certain business or economic activity

ii. Meant to be free from political influence

iii. Important Commissions:

(1). Federal Trade Commission (FTC)—protects consumers from unfair or misleading business practices

(2). Federal Communications Commission (FCC)—makes rules for radio and television stations

c. Government corporations

i. Make a profit by providing public services that may be too risky or expensive for a private business

ii. Important corporations:

(1). United States Postal Service (USPS)—provides mail service

(2). Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC)—insures deposits at banks that are members of the Federal Reserve System

E. Checks and Balances

1. Congress

a. Senate approves all Presidential nominations of officials

b. President must report on the State of the Union to Congress

c. Has power to impeach (remove) the President for abuse of his powers

2. Supreme Court

a. Can declare Presidential policy unconstitutional

b. President cannot remove justices from the Supreme Court

VI. General Election

A. The Process

1. Primary election

a. Held by each major political party (Democrat and Republican) in November before the general election

b. Several months before the primary, those who want to be President will start a personal campaign to get supporters from his party

c. Results determine the candidates for the general election

2. Party Convention

a. Begins with a statement of the party’s general policy for the next year

b. Declares the election of the party’s presidential candidate

c. Chosen candidate will choose a running partner as a candidate for vice-president

3. Campaign

a. Rival candidates will compete for support of the voters

i. Televised debates have become a popular way of showing the public the differing views of the candidates

ii. Also use telephone calls, door-to-door visits, speeches and other appeals

b. Candidates’ Practices

i. Not be extreme, but instead appeal to a majority of Americans

ii. Be of good moral character in addition to intelligence

iii. Often will try to find fault with their opponent

B. General Election

1. Held in November in an election year

2. Two stages:

a. States elect presidential electors equal to the number of members of Congress (538, plus 3 from Washington, D.C.)

i. Electors are party nominees who will vote in favor of party’s candidates

ii. Voters will vote for Presidential candidates and the party that wins the most votes wins all the electoral votes

b. Electors meet to elect the president

i. Only a formality because all electors will normally vote for the presidential candidate of their party

ii. Candidate must have 270 or more electoral votes to win

3. Winners will be announced and the President-elect will prepare for his inauguration on January 20.

VII. The Judicial Branch

A. Two separate but connected court systems—State and Federal Government

B. Supreme Court

1. Made up of one Chief Justice and eight associate judges 

2. All justices have equal power and decisions are made by a majority

3. Justices are appointed for life terms

4. Court interprets the Constitution and its decisions are binding to all lower courts

5. Judicial review:  can determine whether acts passed by Congress or actions taken by the executive branch are constitutional

C. Courts of Appeals

1. The country is divided into 12 regions known as “circuits”

2. Court of Appeals has 9 judges who are appointed by the President with senatorial approval

3. Most decisions here are final because few reach the Supreme Court

D. District Court

1. Most civil and criminal cases begin here

2. Only federal court where trials are held, juries are used, and witnesses are called
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E. Basic rules for judicial proceedings

1. Cannot settle political disputes

2. Person suing someone must have a direct interest at stake

3. Evidence must be obtained legally

4. Everyone is innocent until proven guilty

5. Suspects are guaranteed “due process of law”—fair trial and equal treatment

VIII. Federal police

A. No national police force or national criminal law

B. Responsibility of state and local governments to keep public peace and order

C. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

1. Makes investigations and arrests suspects in federal crimes such as terrorist attack, spying, kidnapping

2. Also investigate backgrounds of people appointed to government positions

D. Federal government is forbidden to use military to enforce law and solve domestic disputes

IX. State Government

A. Also consists of three branches:

1. Executive—headed by the state governor

2. Law-making assembly

3. State law courts

B. Laws are different in each state but states must acknowledge the laws of other states to prevent citizens from avoiding legal responsibilities

X. Local Government

A. Counties

1. Counties are the oldest unit of local government

2. Every state but Connecticut and Rhode Island has county governments

3. Duties

a. Help state governments keep law and order

b. Collect taxes

c. Other services such as libraries or health care

4. Officials

a. Board:  group of  three to five elected members called commissioners or supervisors

b. Sheriff:  runs the county jail and enforces the law

c. County clerk:  keeps official records of birth, marriage, and death

B. Towns

1. Form of rural government in the New England states

2. Citizens took an active part in local government in the early New England towns and would meet for yearly meeting to pass laws, set taxes, and decide on spending

3. Some towns still meet this way today

C. Cities

1. Governments serving people in an urban area are called municipalities and are often called cities

2. A large city and its surrounding suburbs is called a metropolitan area

D. Townships

1. In mid-Atlantic and Midwest states, counties are often divided in townships

2. Initially needed to help carry out duties of setting up schools and repairing roads

XI. Political Parties

A. The first parties

1. Federalist party

a. Led by Alexander Hamilton, secretary of Treasury

b. Wanted strong government

c. Had support of bankers and merchants

2. Democratic-Republicans

a. Led by Thomas Jefferson

b. Opposed strong national government and supported the power of the individual states

c. Had support of farmers and frontier settlers

B. Other early parties

1. Democratic party

a. Former Democratic-Republican party led by Andrew Jackson in 1828

b. Gained support of immigrant workers as well

2. Whig party

a. Organized in 1834 to oppose Democrats

b. Believed in strong legislative branch of government

c. Supported by business leaders

C. Today’s parties

1. Republican Party

a. Formed in 1854 as an anti-slavery party

b. Lincoln is the first Republican President

c. [image: image21.jpg]


Inherited many ideas from the Federalist party

i. Objects to government intervention in business

ii. Claims to protect free enterprise and fair competition

iii. Considered “The Right” because they adopt traditional values and stand for interests of upper and middle classes

d. Symbol:  Elephant

i. Originally chosen to make fun of the Republican party 
ii. Now, Republicans use it to symbolize strength and dignity 

2. Democratic Party

a. Ideas:

i. Believe federal government should take responsibility for many social programs, such as aid to the poor

ii. Often support tax increases

iii. Generally seen as the more liberal party

b. Symbol:  Donkey

i. First appeared in Jefferson’s campaign in 1840 to represent farmers, traders and craftsmen

ii. Now, Democrats use it to symbolize their strong-will

3. Third Parties

a. Reasons for third parties

i. To support a cause or idea

ii. To support a candidate who is splitting from a main party

b. More difficult to get a nomination because of finances, two-party system, and other factors































Cases involving a state government or foreign diplomat





Cases involving federal laws





U.S. District Courts (94)





U.S. Court of Appeals (12)





Special Federal Courts





Cases involving state and local laws





State Trial Courts





State Appeals Courts





State Supreme Courts





The Supreme Court








