Chapter One—Panoramic View

Section Two:  American People


I. General Introduction

A. Current population estimated at 303,603,107 (March 10, 2008)

1. One birth every.................................. 
7 seconds

2. One death every..................................
11 seconds

3. One international migrant (net) every
30 seconds

4. Net gain of one person every.............
13 seconds

B. John F. Kennedy describes America:  “a society of immigrant, each of whom had begun life anew . . . This is the secret of America; a nation of people with the fresh memory of old traditions who dare to explore new frontiers.”

II. The Indians
A. The native people Columbus discovered in America in 1492.

B. Believed to have crossed from Asia into North America

C. Lifestyle

1. Lived  by hunting—buffalo, antelope, caribou, jaguar

2. Later grew small plants—squashes, beans, sunflower seed, corn, pumpkin

D. Major civilizations:

1. Maya

a. Developed written words and mathematics

b. Mostly in southern Mexico and Central America

2. Toltec

3. Aztec

III. Immigration into America

A. 28.4 million immigrants now live in the United States, the largest number ever recorded in the nation’s history (March 2000)

1. 43 percent increase since 1990. 
2. Immigrants now account for more than one in 10 residents (10.4 percent), the highest percentage in 70 years

B. Early immigrants

1. European

a. Spanish—Florida

b. French—Maine

c. British—Virginia and later 13 colonies along the Atlantic Coast

2. Reasons

a. Economic and social troubles—religious persecution, poor crops, large unemployment

b. Free land for serving in the army

C. After Civil War

1. Large groups of immigrants began to come to America and leaders were worried about the effect

2. Established laws to control the coming of immigrants

a. 1882—Chinese Exclusion Act

b. 1892—Set Ellis Island as point of entry

D. After World War I

1. 1924—Reed-Johnson Immigration Act:  set limits on how many people allowed to immigrate each year

2. 1965—New laws based on individual application with overall limits set by Congress

3. Immigration and Naturalization Service

a. Issues visas and grants citizenship to immigrants who have been residents over 5 years

b. Green Card—allows immigrant to reside and work in the US

IV. People and Ethnic Groups

A. Over 150 ethnic groups which are hard to distinguish in the melting pot

B. Whites

1. About 81% of the population

2. Most early immigrants were from Britain 

a. Protestants

b. Puritans

3. Later many Europeans came to escape starvation and political unrest

4. After 1890, not many Europeans immigrated to the U.S.

C. Black People

1. Almost 13% of the population

2. First group brought at slaves in 1619

a. Estimated 500,000 slaves brought to America between 1619 and 1808

b. Before the Civil War, over 90% of black slaves were in the South

c. Though slavery was abolished in 1863, many still treated the black as inferior

3. Civil Rights Movement

a. Movement to end discrimination and fight for equal rights
b. 1964—Civil Rights Act protected blacks’ right to vote, use public facilities, and enjoy same education and equal employment rights

4. Current situation

a. Blacks can now be found in all professions

b. Affirmative action:  requires all institutions supported with public funds to enroll a certain number of black students

c. Racial equality is still a sensitive issue in current culture

D. Hispanics—Spanish speaking people from Latin America
1. Almost 43 million who make up about 14 percent of the population (2005)
2. Mexicans are always trying to get into the States both legally and illegally

E. Chinese-Americans

1. Of about 12,600,000 Asian immigrants, 3.6 million are Chinese (2007)which is about 1.4% of the population

2. First Chinese came as gold miners during the Qing dynasty

a. 1850—only 500 laborers in the gold mines in California

b. 1882—over 300,000 immigrants from China

c. Played a large role in the construction of railroads in California

F. Jewish-Americans

1. About 5 million in the U.S.—40% of the world Jewish population

2. In the 1880’s  and during World War II, many fled from east Europe

3. Known for being good with money and finances

V. Melting Pot or Mosaic
A. Why a melting pot?  immigrants from different regions and cultures came to the United States and let their old ways of life melt away and they became part of American culture.

B. Why a mosaic?  now it’s like a picture of many different colors with some common characteristics and some that make them different from other people.

VI. Distribution of People
A. In 2000 almost two-thirds of the U.S. population lived in states along the three major coasts

1. 38 percent along the Atlantic Ocean, 

2. 16 percent along the Pacific Ocean, 

3. 12 percent along the Gulf of Mexico. 
B. The smallest numbers lived in the area between the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains, particularly in the central and northern Great Plains. 
1. The Rocky Mountain and Plains states account for about half of the landmass of the United States, 
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Only 34 percent of the population resides in these areas. 

C. Mostly an urban nation
D. State populations

1. The Biggest

a. California—36,132,147
b. Texas—22,859,968

c. New York—19,254,630

d. Florida—17,789,864

e. Illinois—12,763,371
2. The Smallest

a. Wyoming—509,294

b. Vermont—623,050

c. North Dakota—636,677

d. Alaska—663,661

e. South Dakota—775,933

VII. Background of the Class Structure

A. Americans based their values on hard work and emphasized equality

B. United States class structure is different

1. World’s richest industrial country—even common workers have cars

2. Not all the rich are white people and not all the blacks are poor
3. Despite high income, many middle-class Americans are also workers

4. America is a fluid or mobile society where people change occupations frequently

5. Farmers own huge farms and employ laborers

C. Upper Class

1. 10% of population that controls 65% of the nation’s private wealth

2. Usually millionaires or multi-millionaires

D. Middle Class

1. Mostly white collar workers with income above the national average

2. Mostly professional people who rely on salaries for a living

3. Estimated 40% of population

E. Lower Class

1. Incomes below the national average

2. Includes many blacks, Hispanics, disadvantaged whites, and new immigrants

3. Usually blue-collar (manual) labor

4. Estimated 17% of population live below the poverty line--$20,650 for a family of four (2006)

